South Carolina State Study

Proving the Power of Local Newspaper Media

From the Pee Dee to the Upstate and from the Lowcountry to the Midlands,
South Carolina’s topography is as diverse as its thriving economy. Home
to a growing number of large corporations, the state also boasts a plethora
of small and mid-size businesses specializing in manufacturing, transportation,
healthcare services, agriculture and more.

Plus, it's where you'll find an active audience of consumers who rely on
South Carolina’s print and digital newspapers for the community news,
information and advertising that impact their lives.
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South Carolinians Love Their Newspapers

More than 8 out of 10 South Carolina adults (82%)
Read Print or Digital Newspapers Every Month
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WHO

Are These
READERS?

77% 353% 61% 66% 67%

are under of HH earn are home are college in community
the age of 65 $50k+ annually owners educated 5+ years



Readers Access News & Information
Across Multiple Newspaper Platforms

website | 55
Social Media | 55
Community Newspaper | 53
Weekday/Weekend Newspaper [ NN 52
App I 50%
Email Newsletter [N GG 26%

Consumer Buying Power

South Carolina newspaper readers shopped/plan to shop for
a variety of local products and services in the past/next 12 months...

# of Readers # of Readers
Appliances 1,203,400 Home furnishings 1,148,000
Automobiles, trucks, SUVs 1,039,000 Home improvement 1,216,000
Banking/financial services 1,383,000 Home services 1,009,000
Boats & RVs 222,000 Jewelry/watches 526,000
Drug store products 1,996,000 Liquor, wine, beer 1,284,000
Educational opportunities 612,000 Outdoor power equipment 906,000
Electronic equipment 1,327,000 Restaurants & bars 1,922,000
Groceries 2,736,000 Sporting goods 683,000

Gyms/health clubs 774,000 Vehicle maintenance 1,793,000




community minded

Community newspapers are the primary
source of information for many local issues
(over TV, radio & non-newspaper websites)

Community Newspapers #1

Local schools ¢ Local entertainment
Candidates & ballot issues ¢ Local
HS sports « Local government

NEWSPAPER READERS OUT & ABOUT
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2.3 million 1.6 million 1.9 million
Travel within SC Visit Festivals  Dine Out

Multi-Generational

980,000 - Age 18-34
read newspapers

And 81% travel
within South Carolina

1.6 million - Age 35-64
read newspapers

And 75% use a
smartphone for news

780,000 - Age 65+
read newspapers

And 74% vote
in local elections

Advertising in South Carolina Newspapers WORKS'

Consumers rely on advertising in South Carolina newspapers when

deciding what brands, products and local services to buy.
% of South Carolina adults who use specific media advertising

55%
Local Newspapers/
Newspaper Websites

Why?
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8 out of 10 South Carolina adults believe that
“Newspaper advertising is important!”
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28% 27%
Magazines/ Radio/radio
magazine websites websites

80%

Source: 2023 South Carolina State Study, Conducted by Coda Ventures




